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4. — Traits of American Life. By Mrs. Sarah J. Hale. 

The number and variety of Mrs. Hale's writings have given 
her a place among the foremost of our female authors. This 
little volume is an agreeable addition to the light reading of the 
day ; indeed it answers a much higher purpose than that sort of 
reading commonly aspires to. The sketches are lively and true. 
They are founded on close observation, and bear on their face 
the impress of reality. The peculiar humor of the New Eng- 
land character is understood by no one better than by Mrs. Hale ; 
its virtues and excellencies she delineates with a hearty love and 
home-felt delight. In point of style, these little sketches are 
deserving of much praise. They are simply and even gracefully 
written. The chpice of words is guided by an excellent taste, 
and the structure of sentences is pure idiomatic English ; no 
small praise in these times, when our language seems likely to be 
overrun by Gothic and Vandal hordes of barbarisms, let loose 
upon it by the author of " Sartor Resartus " and his imitators. If 
we were disposed to complain of Mrs. Hale, we should select as 
the most assailable point in her literary works, the excess of her 
patriotism. We must say, that her American feelings are too 
prominently brought before the reader's attention ; that they are 
too frequently and too broadly expressed ; that she is too ready to 
seize upon opportunities for uttering them, and what is more ob- 
jectionable, to make opportunities, when they do not present 
themselves. An American writer must of course write from the 
dictates of an American heart. He should never shrink from the 
defence of those principles, on which his country's well-being 
rests, when such defence is called for. But, it is unpleasant to 
have a work of literature overloaded with national comparisons, and 
pugnacious challenges to foreigners to beat this or that if they 
can. After all, there is good meaning in the old phrase, " the 
republic of letters " ; and it is not well for a citizen of the said 
republic to be at swords' points with others his fellow citizens, 
because he happens to live under the political administration of 
General Jackson, and they under that of William the Fourth, 
or Louis Philippe. 

5. — The Three Eras in Woman's Life. By Elizabeth El- 

ton Smith. 12mo. 2 vols. New York. Harper & 
Brothers. 1836. 

This is among the best novels of the day. The " Three 
Eras of Woman's Life," described by a woman who has pass- 
ed^them all, and described with infinite spirit, cannot be other- 
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wise than interesting. Mrs. Smith writes in a beautiful and 
brilliant style. She delineates the feelings, sufferings, and errors 
belonging to each of the periods, with a searching hand ; and 
the picture of human life, which she sketches in connexion with 
her subject, is drawn and colored with the truth of long and 
keen observation. The moral she teaches and illustrates by two 
or three most exciting tales, is an important one, though perhaps 
not wholly in accordance with the sentiments of some romantic 
young people. We will not attempt to state it at large ; it amounts, 
however, to the startling doctrine, that a young lady's first love, es- 
pecially if the object of it prove to be unworthy, is not likely, 
under some circumstances, to last for ever. We have no inten- 
tion of going into so abstruse a subject in a critical notice, or of 
defending our author's thesis in a paragraph, but must refer those 
who take an interest in the matter, (and who does not? ) to the 
book itself, where it is amply treated, and adorned with all the 
graces of polished style and lively imagination. Our author's 
narrative is conducted with skill, and the plot is gradually wrought 
out, without any thing forced or awkward. Her characters, es- 
pecially the ladies, are drawn with delicacy, and made to con- 
duct themselves with propriety, through a great variety of diffi- 
cult situations. She has a remarkable talent in making them 
distinct and individual. Her dialogues are generally very well 
managed ; their only fault is one exceedingly common to dia- 
logues in print, that the interlocutors sometimes make speeches 
too long to be submitted to in real conversation, and so method- 
ical and philosophical, that a hearer might possibly suspect 
himself to be under the operation of a bore. But the style of 
them, and of the rest of the book, is elegant and animated. The 
scenes of fashionable life are free from the exaggerated coloring, 
that most of the late writers of novels of high life, are rather 
fond of spreading over objects, which they have probably contem- 
plated only at a very respectful distance. The author shows a 
highly cultivated taste in literature, and considerable knowledge 
of art, as well as the power of appreciating its beauties with a 
discriminating judgment. The book may be safely commended 
as possessing all the interest of romance, and the instructiveness 
of truth. 

6. — A Compendious History of Italy, translated from the 
original Italian. By Nathaniel Greene. New York. 
Harper & Brothers. 12mo. pp. 319. 

This is an excellent outline of Italian History, from the foun- 
dation of Rome to the present age. In a neatly written pre- 



